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Patton’s Armor 80 Miles From Reich; 
Russian Army Marches Into Bucharest 








Soviet Force Enfers 
Rumanian Capital 
From Ploesti Fields 


LONDON, Aug. 31—Red Army 
¢roops, a sensational 
drive of 25 miles from the rich 
Ploesti oilfields, have entered 
Bucharest, capital of Rumania, 
Marshal Joseph Stalin an- 
nounced tonight in an Order of 
the Day. 

The entry of the Soviet armies 
into the capital came one week 





had quit Adolf Hitler's Axis camp 
and would fight at the side of the 
Allies. 

Stalin’s order, addressed to Gen. 
Rodion Malinovsky’s 2nd Ukrain- 
jan Army, said Moscow would salute 
the victorious Russian troops with 
% salvoes from 324 guns—a number 
elways reserved for the greatest 
ef Russian victories. 

The Germans, meanwhile, made 
no mention of the loss of the great 
Ploesti oilfields, captured last night 

described the 


reported 
to be in the hands of the anti-Nazi 
Rumanian forces who first opened 
fire on their former partners-in- 
battle last week when the new Ru- 
manian government renounced the 
country’s alliance with Hitler and 
declared war on Germany. Ruman- 
ian forces managed to occupy most 
of the city, as well as Ploesti, before 
the Germans had time to consoli- 
date their forces and make a major 
stand. 

Supreme Allied Force Headquar- 
ters in London estimated that cap- 
ture of the great Ploesti fields and 
refineries means,a loss of almost 
2,000,000 tons of refined petroleum 
per year to the Germans, Prewar 

(Continued on page 4) 


Bulgaria Withdraws 
Occupation Troops 


LONDON, Aug. 31— While the 
Sofia radio announced last night 
that Bulgarian occupation troops 
are being withdrawn from Greece 
and Yugoslavia, the Moscow radio 
again voiced strong dissatisfaction 
with Bulgaria’s profession of "to- 
tal neutrality.” 

A Soviet News Agency dispatch 
from freshly captured Constanza 
said that two days ago, 23 armed 
German ships arrived at the Bul- 
garian Danube port of Ruschuk 
and that these ships were not sub- 
jected to internment, contrary to 
the neutrality proclaimed by Bul- 
garia. German submarines were 
Said to be hiding in the Bulgarian 
ports of Varna and Burgas, the 
Russian dispatch said. 

‘All this ts to the fact that 
the Bulgarian government gm 
claimed so-called neutrality only in 
order to enable the Germans to 
hide in Bulgarig from the Allies,” 
the Moscow report said, 

Meanwhile, Reuters reported from 
London that Allied armistice terms 
to Bulgaria were completed at the 
end of last week by the ron 














Whole Thing Started 
Five Years Ago Today 


Polish 
of expansion. Britain and France 
py ag ag ty Ft 
on t. 3, the second great 
World War had begun. 


this war it was the Germans who 
were on the offensive. About 21 
months ago the Allies assumed 
the offensive and have held it 
ever since. 


All Czechoslovakia 
In Grip Of Revolt 


LONDON, Aug. 31—All of Czech- 
oslovakia was in the grip of revolt 
today as German troops, called in 
by Slovak quisling President Dr. 
Josef Tiso to "pacify the country,” 
took control*of strategic points and 
ruthlessly attempted to stamp out 
centers of resistance. 

In a dramatic appeal to the Slo- 
vak population last night, Tiso, 
whose state was awarded "inde- 
pendence” by the Nazis in recogni- 
tion of the Slovak Fascists’ treach- 














agitators” and Allied parachutists 
for the general uprising. 

"A few foreign agitators have 
succeeded in inducing numerous 
people, including groups of army 
and government officials, peasants, 
artisans and others to join a gen- 


He asserted that his government 
would leave unpunished all those 
who immediately would surrender 


their arms 

about the Partisan movement to 
which they belong. 

Instead of being stamped out, 
however, the revolt soon spread over 
to all of Czechoslovakia. The first 
communique to be issued by the 
Czechoslovak Forces of the Interior 
reported heavy fighting between 
units of the Czechoslovak Army 
and German and Fascist troops in 
all parts of the country. , 





Nazi Admits Germany's 
Outer Defenses Gone 


LONDON, Aug. 31—A Nazi - 
litical commentator, broadcast: 
over the German radio today, said 
Germany is faced with the fact that 
the outer line of her defenses no 
longer can be held. 

"The time has come to enter the 
final struggle on the inner line,” 
the commentator said. 

Resounding the note of alarm 
struck by Lt. Gen. Kurt Dittmar, 
German 





Command 
in his a ae of Gene German 
military situation, ttgart er 





German soldier is immune to this 


Ploesti had been nded re- 
bso between April 5, 1944, date 


Nazis Racing North 
Face Possible Trap 





ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Aug. 31—Faced 
with the possibility of being cut off 
in a squeeze play by American for- 


ces driving from the south and the 
north of France, German troops 
racing ‘ore 


French forces, kni fer and 
fast west along the Mediterranean 
coast, entered N: , only 50 


5 


Posi of the Germans re- 
treating from southern France be- 
came éven more precarious with the 
news that troops of Lt. Gen. George 
S. Patton’s 3rd Army Chau- 
mont yesterday headed east. Chau- 
mont, Gen. John J. Pershing’s 1918 
headquarters, is only about 90 miles 
west and slightly north of the Bel- 
fort Gap, most obvious escape cor- 
ridor for the harried German 19th 


the junction of the French, Swiss 
and German frontiers and is the 
natural corridor from southeastern 
France into Germany via the Rhine 
River Valley. 

Evidence of the tremendous price 
the retreating Germans were pay- 
ing in their costly delaying actions 
up the Rhone Valley was given to- 
day in an official announcement 
that in one pocket, south of the 
Rhone-Drone river junction, thev 
lost some 2,000 vehicles, six rail- 
road guns, 1,000 horses and nearly 
dt —— artillery and anti-air- 
c 4 

The number of prisoners taken 
within the last 24 hours leaped an- 
other 5,000, for a total of well over 


and give information| 50,000 


The Luftwaffe's air cover for the 
(Continued on page 4) 


Between 3rd, 7th) 


The left wing of Lt. Gen. George S. Patton’s U. S. 3rd Army, in a 
lightning dash of 20 miles southeast of its last reported position 
at Vitry, today captured the town of St. Dizier, approximately 
80 miles from the German border. 

A SHAEF communique tonight. announced that the British 
2nd Army on the left flank of the Allied line had captured Amiens, 
+ capital of the flying bomb coun- 


y. 
The gap is some 30 miles west of | 8TO 


British 2nd Army 
Captures Amiens 





WITH ALLIED FORCES IN 


NORTHERN FRANCE, Aug. 31— 





German Casualties 
In France 400,000 


LONDON, Aug. 31—German cas- 
ualties in France totaled more than 


150! 490,000 in killed, wounded and pris- 


oners between June 6 and Aug. 25, 

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Su- 

preme Commander of Allied Forces, 

announced today in a capes to the 
of Staff, 


55| combined Chiefs 


The casualties, it was pointed out, 
are equal to the elimination of five 
Panzer divisions and 20 infantry 


divisions. 


In addition to these losses, Eisen- 
hower said, six Panzer divisions and 
12 infantry divisions, representing 
the of Adolf Hitler's Wehr- 
macht, have been mauled beyond 
hope of reorganization. 

In the air, the Allied commander 
said, the Luftwaffe has taken a 
fearful beating. Allied planes shot 
down 2,378 Nazi aircraft in the air 
in the 49-day period while another 
ao ne were destroyed on the 


Eisenhower earlier told a press 
conference that the Allied advance 
in France is at least five days ahead 
of schedule. He would not set a date 
for the end of the war, however, but 
stuck to his previous statement that 
Germany could be beaten in 1944, 
if everyone on the battlefield and 
home front did his duty. 
Eisenhower branded as false re- 
ports that Gen. Sir Bernard Law 
Montgomery had been demoted. 
He told correspondents that Mont- 
gomery and Gen. Omar Bradley 
hold equal rank under him as army 
commanders in accordance with a 
decision made when the invasion 
of Europe originally was planned, 
The general said it always had 
been planned for Moutgomery to 





command on the left and Bradley 
on the right side of the Allied line. 





Ploesti Gone, 


When the rich Ploesti oil fields 
and refineries fell into the Allied 
bag this week Germany lost the 
source of an estimated two-thirds 
of her badly needed oil supplies. At 
the ca of production Ploesti was 
capable of pouring a yearly aver- 
age of 10,000,000 tons of refjned 
oil into the Nazi vats for use by 
the Luftwaffe, Wehrmacht and in- 
dustry. This, however, had been 
drastically cut to 2,000,000 tons af- 
ter the successive air raids by RAF 
and American bombers. 

The refined oil output was far 
in excess of,the crude oil capacity 
which touc t 5,500,000 tons 
per year. When the Allied bombers 
dropped their deadly loads in the 
Ploesti area their principal tar- 
gets were the refineries, and not 
the oil wells proper. The wells were 

Reuter’s 


never damaged, a 
says, but —~ By ap A - - 
were smashed. 


attack by the Mediter- 
ranean Strategic Air Force on 





overwhelming superiority.” 


Hitler Faced 


With Real Gas Rationing 





date of the last. Previously two 
— had been made by AAF 
units, 

On June 12, 1942, the first Amert- 
can daylight mission to the conti- 
nent of Europe was made. Only a 
few. Liberators participated, and 
ttle damage was done. 

Almost 14 months later—August 
1, 1943—filve groups of Liberators 
made their celebrated low level 
attack. Their losses were high, and 
the assault is considered ome of 
the sagas of the war. 

Commenting on the importance 
of the Ploesti oil supply, Eugene 
Holman, president of The Stan- 
dard Oil Co. of New Jersey, sal 
yesterday: "The inevitable defeat 
of Germany has been given greater 
impetus and the day of complete 
Allied victo: has been brought 
closer to tion with the loss 
to Germany of the Ploesti oil sup- 
ply. These fields were the chief 
source of crude oil for Hitler’s 
mechanized forces, and were des- 
perately needed to keep his falter- 


ajing war machine from sput 


try northwest of Paris, and less 
than 60 miles from Belgium. 


Armored elements of the army 
reached the great city on the 
Somme, key communications center 
of northwestern France, after a 
sensational 48-hour drive of 65 
miles from their starting point on 
the Seine. 

This new assault continued with- 
out letup as armored units pushed 
beyond Amiens in a drive which 
threatened to seal off the entire 
Pas de Calais and write a quick 
finish to the use of Adolf Hitler’s 
robombs. 

Farther east, Patton’s armor 
drove past captured Rheims, and 
began ranging along a wide front 
toward the Maginot line and Ger- 
many. Ten miles north of Rheims, 
Yank columns. consolidated a 
bridgehead at the Aisne River above 
Soissons and poised themselves for 
a dash to join other American forces 
already operating northeast of 
Laon, key communications point 
controlling routes through the 
Aisne sector. 

As Patton’s armor smashed for- 
ward, A SHAEF announcement re- 
vealed that Lt. Gen. Omar Brad- 
ley’s U. S. lst Army had made the 
spectacular swecp northeast of Paris 
through Chateau Thierry and Sois 
sons to Laon. This made it appear 
that Bradley’s columns were the 
Americans driving beyond Laon, ap- 
parently headed for Sedan and Bel- 
gium, now less than 30 miles dis- 


(Continued on page 4) 


Poles Lunge Ahead 
To Port Of Pesaro 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCB 
HEADQUARTERS, Aug. 31—Polish 
tanks and infantry, lunging ahead 
six miles on the Adriatic coast, en- 
tered the port city of Pesaro yester- 
day, and to the southwest 8th Army 
patrols jabbed into the main Ger- 
man Gothic line positions along a 
16-mile front behind the Foglia 
River. 

Pesaro, a city of 22,000 population 
and capital of the combined 
provinces of Pesaro and Urbino, is 
only 20 miles from the coastal! rail 
center of Rimini. There, at the 
lower edge of the broad, flat Po 
River Valley, 8th Army forces 
would be able to fan out with all 
the elbow rcom necessary for the 
fullest employment of armor and 
other modern mobile warfare tac- 


tics, 

At the western end of the Adriatic 
line, near its anchor in the Apen- 
nine Mountains, our forces reached 
@ point four to five miles northeast 
of the town of Urbino, a famous 





djart center and home of the Na- 


tional Gallery of Marche Province, 
On the wild, mountainous front 
between the Adriatic and Florence 
sectors 8th Army patrols were re- 
ported in contact with the eremy 
along a 15-mile line from San 
Angelo to Sansepolcro in the upper 
Tiber Valley. 

Five thousand north of 
Bibliena, repo: yesterday to 








Rumanian target, and August 19, 


to a complete halt.” 


(Continued on page 4) 






























Page 2 


Friday, September 1, 1944 





THE STARS AND STRIPES (Mediterranean) 


Daily newspaper of :he U. 8. Armed Forces published Mondays through 


Saturdays for troops in Italy. 


Office: 152 Via del Tritone, in the Tl Messaggero building, Rome. Tele- 
phones: Publications Officer, 478536; Executive Officer, 478110; Editorial, 478295; 
Sports, 478996; Circulation, 478640; Night Phone, 478295. : 

Acknowledgment is made of the editorial services supplied by the 
United Nations News Service and the Army News Seryice. 


The Stars and Stripes is printed 
del Tritone, Rome, 


at the plant of Il Messaggero, 152 Via 














CALL-- & 








++MAIL 


Boxing Impressions 
Dear Editor: 

Before entering the Army I 
never attended a prize fight. Re- 
cently, I had the opportunity to 
do so. I thought that surely there 
must be something to this great, 
clean, million dollar sport. at 
did I see? 

I saw two human beings trying 
to beat each other into unconscious- 
ness. saw "maudlin seconds” 
puttering around the exhausted, 
battered bodies, stupidly trying to 
revive the victims, but in most 
cases completing phases of the 
destruction which the opponent 
had overlooked. I saw a bunch of 
sadistic youths who lacked the 
courage to enter the ring, but 
vicariously made up for their weak- 
ness by following avidly each blow 
and imagining that they were the 
"heroes” there. I saw senile old 
men who tried to recapture their 
ae by attaching themselves to 

e sport which permits them to 
yell, curse and fan the air with 
artificial ferocity..I saw most clear- 
ly of all the psychol of those 
who did the actual fighting. They 
did so because their muscles were 
too big or their brains were too 
small. Certainly those who par- 
ticipate in such a so-called “sport” 
are not the men whom God made 
to have "domination over lands 
and seas and to trace the heavens 
for power.” Of course, this letter 
will pres opposition, but I shall 
dismiss it all as biased, unimportant 
and adolescent. 


—Cpl. Car] Fraggert 


——— 


Truth Will Out... 


Dear Editor: 

Yesterday, idly listening to the 
radio, I heard Axis Sally’s pro- 
gram introduced as follows: 

"This is Axis Sally’s pitch-hitter, 
hitting at you .. .” and it took 
quite a few seconds until the an- 
nouncer caught himself and cor- 
rected: > 

” ...I mean, pitching for you!” 

—2nd Lt. Robert Allen 


Amoosin’ Confusion 


Dear Editor: 
While it is true that combat 
troops, particularly veterans, sling 
a lot of mud and complain every 
hour of the day—did Pvt. Mullens 
of *Unit and Unity” fame or anyone 
else ever hear of a battle lost for 
lack of “unity” among the troops 
involved? We may fight one an- 
other in town and through the press 
but in the clutch, all is forgotten 
and forgiven. 
Our outfit hes held old-maid 
quilting parties for two years over 
here and that’s the only thing that 
keeps us in resemblance of human 
beings. 

We're glad "Mail Call” 
changed from sensible high ideals 
to a column wherein you can_rough 
up @ guy who needs it. 

To sum up this unity problem— 
"We ain’t really mad, pal, we’re just 
American Dogies.” 

—Pvt. Smith 


pH-ooie 
Dear Editor: 

If. I remember correctly, pH is 
the logarithm of the reciprocal of 
the hydrogen ion concentration in 
any solution—acid alkaline, or the 
so-called, neutral. 

—Lt. Jay D. Boone 


. .. To settle this pH question 
with hopes we hear no more of it, 
here is a definition, suenere’ by 
the Professor of Physical Chemis- 
try, Emory University: 

“pH is the logarithm of the 
reciprocal of the hydrogen ion 
concentration of a solution ex- 

ressed in Gram-ions (some prefer 

say Gram-mols, others Grams 


per liter.” 


really worse than it sounds. So if 
we want to be picayunish, neither 
~~ water purification man nor the 
scientific instrument maker was 
strictly correct. But depending on 
how one uses pH in practice either 
was correct. 

—Capt. B. H. Sullivan 











| WHEN IN ROME 


Today 


STAGE 

"Jump For Joy,” 70 minutes of 
dancing, songs and comedy. All GI 
colored cast. Eliseo Theater, Via 
Nazionale. Curtain time, 7 PM. Ad- 
mission free. 
ENSA’s Argentina Theater, Largo 
Argentina. "Victory Varieties,” each’ 
evening at 6:30 PM. No tickets re- 


quired. 
SCREEN 

ARC Movie Touse: Barberini, 
azza Barberini 3:00, 5:30, 7:00 x 
"Miracle of Morgan’s Creek.” Betty 
Hutton with Eddie Bracken. Officer’s 
show Sunday, 8:30 PM. Admission 
free. 

Tickets for British soldiers may 
be obtained at the information desk, 
Alexander. Club, Via Twenty Sep- 
tember. 

ENSA Supercinema. Via Nazionale 
and Via Agostino Depretis. Continuous 
from -1:00 PM. Graham _ Greene’s 
novel, "The Ministry of Fear,” star- 
ring Ray Milland,’’ with Marjorie 
Reynolds. 


Pi- 
P 


CONCERT 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON CON- 
CERT—Royal Opera House, 6:00 PM. 
Puccini’s one-act opera, "Gianni 
Schicchi,” and the third act of Doni- 
zetti’s "Lucia di Lammermoor.” The 
symphonic section, under the baton 
of Joakim, will feature Beethoven's 
4th Symphony in B flat major, plus 
the overture to "Russian and Lud- 
milla” by Glinka.‘ These concerts 
under the sponsorship of B.A.E., are 
arranged by Maestro Olivier de 
Fabritiis. Royal Opera. 

VARIETY 

”’Welcome,” featuring Chiarette 
Gelli. Italian film star, with support- 
ing cast. 4:30 PM daily: 8:15 PM 
Sunday. All seats 25 lire. Arena 
Esedra, behind NAAFI-EFI Canteen, 

"Just The Job.” Musical show. Sala 
Umberto. Via Delle Mercedes, Daily 
10 AM to 2:00 PM. 35 lire. 

“Cocktail For All,” Teatro Galleria, 
opp. YMCA, daily 4:30 to 10:30 PM 35 
Hire. 

CLUBS 

Visit the ARC EM Club, Cassino 

della Rose. Conducted tours at 9:00 


AM and 2:00 PM plus daily activities.|H. E. 
and Colonel Charles Poletti, Regional 
Commissioner, Region IV. Admission 


Snack Bar open 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 
Club attraction: Have your portrait 


m.| near four fountains, Via Quattro Fon- 


Political Victims. Via 24 May at .Mer- 


from the XV to VXII centuries organ. 
ized and arranged by division of 
Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives, 
Region IV, AMG. Honorary sponsors, 





ARC Officers’ Club, Hote] Barber- 
ini, Piazza Barberini. 

British Officers’ Club, Trocadero,” 
Villa Medici. 

Catholic Club for Allied forces; Via 
della Conciliazone. Tours of Vatican 
and Rome daily. 

A Protestant Service Club has been 
opened at St. Paul’s American Church, 
corner of Via Nazionale and Via 
Napoli. 

Christian Science Service Center, 
tane. Open daily for quiet study, 
reading and writing. 

Jewish Soldiers’ Club, 37. Piazza 
Poli, Via del Tritone. Sleeping ac- 
commodations for overnight guests. 

Polish Club, open 1:00 PM to 9:00 
PM. 235 Via Panisperna. 

RESTAURANTS 

GI Restaurants open 11:30 AM to 2:30 
PM; 6:00 to 8:00 PM, 

Ristorante Roma, 38 Piazza Poli. 

Ristorante San Carlo, 120 Corso Um- 
berte. 

Ristorante Amedeo, 17-19 Via Fabio 
Massimo. 

Restaurant Del Gambero, 11-12 Via 
Del Gambero for day leave EM. 
Restaurant for American Officers, 
Nurses and uniformed guests; open 
7 Via Parma. 

Air Forces Rest Camp Restaurant— 
Largo Teatro Valle. 11:00 AM to 7:30 
PM. 

Nirvanetta Club, 25 Via del Maroniti, 
(Largo del Tritone). Tea dances daily, 
3:30 to 6:00 PM. Evening dances, ae 
PM to 10:30 PM; buffet snacks, coffee, 
tea and wine. Indoor, outdoor dance 
floors. Allied officers only. 

MILITIA TOWER 
See Rome’s Panorama from Nero’s 
box seat. Romantic Militia Tower 
open from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM; 4:00 
to 7:00 PM. Admission 15 lire. Pro- 
ceeds for the National Committee 


cati Traianeti. 


EXHIBIT 
Exhibition of European paintings 


Prince Doria, Mayor of Rome 





Peinted in ofis by Lina Fenoglio, pop. 
yvlar Roman artiste, 300 lire. 


20 lire. Palazzo Venezia. Open from 
10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 


has 


x molecular weight of hydrogen) |\ 
It sounds complicated, and it’s |s 


silent Western movies, 
50,000 dollars to the City Park Com- 


on 
estate which he receatly gave the 






















for special service. I used to 
such an operator who started out 
as e husky, 23-year-old private in 
excellent health but who is now 
— g quietly in a U. 8S. sanator- 
um. 


The special service officer of a 
front-area medical outfit had an- 
nounced that a show would be held 
that evening. 
Two hours before showtime, the 
theatergoers began to appear. They 
brought blankets, boxes, oil cans, 
overcoats, pillows, cots—anything 
that could be converted into a seat. 
Word of the show traveled quickly 
and vehicles also began streaming 
in from places 50 miles away. By 
eight, the "theater” was jammed. 
The operator quietly fixed a 
screen to the rear end of a truck, 
strung out wires and poked screw- 
drivers and fingers into the projec- 
tor. Popular recordings were played 
until the colone] showed up to take 
his place. . 
The show began with an ancient 
newsreel, After that, there was a 
ten-minute break for stretching 
and smoking while the projection- 
ist rewound the short and inserted 
the maih feature. The lights in the 
machine went on, music came out 
of the sound box and everyone 
shouted "Down in front!” And the 





*Let’s step it up, sergeant—we want to get there in time jor a 
long rest.” 


a By Mauldin 


| 












film broke after the audience was 
seated. Another ten-minute break 
while the operator nervously re- 
threaded and repaired. 

At this point the sound system 
developed an ailment. It gurgled 
scratched and incited 


ence! The projectionist feverishly 
tried to correct the fault without 
having to stop the machine again, 







































Faces Acid 


NEW YORK, Aug. 31— The 
United Nations will soon meet their 
first real test of their ability to 
work together in peace, the Associ- 
ated Press reported today. The 
United Nations Relief and Rehabil- 
itation Administration, first of the 
United Nations war-horn agencies 
to go into real operation, will get 
down to brass tacks on how to work 
in Europe, and there are already 
loud squeaks in the machine which 
the conference may or may not 
erase, 

Italy will be the center of one 
major Under the 
UNRRA 


aid only after approval from the 
UNRRA Council and only if her 
government foots the bill, a pro- 
vision agreed upon after European 
delegations objected violently to 
+ Ra for former enemies, the AP 





He poked more screwdrivers and 
more fingers into the mechanism 
and finally stopped the show just 
when the hero was about to walk 
into somebody’s bedroom. Playing 


around with the projector he dis- 
eovered that the light and sound 
would not work at the same time. 
A new wave of comment rose 
from the audience. All sorts of 
helpful suggestions were thrown at 
the operator. He put in e new fuse, 
changed tubes and visited the gen- 
erator which he examined closely. 
Mechanics, known throughout the 
area for their ability, were sum- 
moned from the audience and in- 
vited to try their luck. 

The CO of a nearby anti-aircraft 
searchlight battery, who was in the 
audience, dispatched one of his 
officers to fetch a power plant. A 
half hour later, a ten-ton truck 
rolled into the area and a massive 
cable was connected to the small 
machine. Some of the boys invented 
jokes about the difference in size 
between the 50-pound projector and 
the ten-ton*mobile+ power plant. 
Trembling a little over the nervous 
strain, the operator threw the 
switch. The light twinkled,. the 
hero began talking again and the 
machine blew a fuse. 

"Too much juice,” shouted the 
many technicians in the audience. 
The colone] -was heard muttering 
something about getting sumebody 
who could operate: these things. 
Six or seven experts, working by 
flashlight, attempted to solve the 
problem. After a half hour’s fren- 
zied efforts they had gotten no 
where and the audience had de- 
parted. Then somebody accidently 
touched something and the projec- 
tor was repaired. 

—Sgt. HARRY SHERSHOW 


Hart’s Park 
HOLLYWOOD, Aug. 31 (ANS)— 


William 8. Hart, two- star of 
donated 


-EUROPEANS WORRIED 


Now, however, Allied armies, 
principally the United States and 
the United Kingdom, are liberating 
Italy and must feed the Italians as 
they go, and it is common word 
here that they would like UNRRA 


to take over. ~ 
are worried about the 
whole . UNRRA can enter 
@ country only after two invitations 
—one from the military and one 
from the local government. 
Military control will last an aver- 


Bust Reich Monopolies, 
Attorney General Says 


By Army News Service 


WASHINGTON, Aug 31 — At- 
torney General Francis Biddle pro- 
posed today that the Allied powers 


polistic firms” because they “con- 
stitute a definite menace to the 
future peace of the world.” 


Testifying before a Senate mili- 
tary subcommittee inquiring into 
cartel arrangements, Biddle said 
the purpose of breaking up the 
of German monopolies 
"would not be to destroy German 
economic life but to put its in- 
dustries into a form where they 
will no longer constitute a menace 
to the civilized world.” 

The Attorney General said: ”As 
long as they survive in their pres- 
ent form it will be exceedingly dif- 
ficult to develop an independent in- 
dustry in Europe outside of Ger- 
many.” 

Biddle added he did not underes- 
timate the difficulties involved in 
the proposal. ’We will have to have 
an analysis and understanding of 
each one of the German monopolis- 
tic f and then work out for it 





mission for postwar improvements 
his old West Hollywood home 


and went into the United 


War-Born Relief Agency 


Postwar Test 


sipeqeniiitangileds 
By Army News Service 


age of six months after liberation, 
but the fact makes Europeans ap- 
prehensive. Armies are prepared to 
feed as they go, but with diets of 

, calories a day. The UNRRA 
Counci] is about to agree on 2,600. 

Because worry over starvation 
has induced diseases, it has been 
reported from vyaerious under- 
grounds that exile governments are 
anxious to establish a richer diet 
as soon. as possible. Some govern- 
ments which have money want to 
stockpile food now to supplement 
Army feeding, but can’t find out 
whether they may. They are re- 
strained under UNRRA to buy only 
through combined purchasing 
boards of Anglo-American staffs to 
insure an orderly movement of sup- 
plies to armies which will be fight- 
ing in the Orient. 

One exiled government official 
Said, according to the AP: "To 
make things worse, two South 
American governments are offer- 
ing us food, but we can get no per- 
mission to purchase, and we could 
no doubt be prevented since our 
funds are frozen and we would need 
an okey from the United States 
Treasury.” 

VALUE QUESTIONED 

Two European governments have 
let it be known unofficially that 
they question the value of UNRRA 
membership. They could withdraw 
at Montreal, they argue. They have 
funds, so they must pay for all sup- 
plies they get through UNRRA, 
must pay to help run UNRRA, and 
face ae reconstruction costs at 
home. they drop out, either relief 
to war zones must be cut or the re- 
maining nations must carry 4 
heavier load. 

Only five nations will receive 
direct handouts since they have 
little or no gold or foreign €x- 
change. are: Poland, Yugo- 
slavia, Albania, Greece and Czecho- 
slovakia. 

The problem of collecting UNRRA 
funds became so acute recently that 
a two-man commission had gone to 
Latin America. Up to July 17, nine 
of the nations below the Rio Grande 
had paid nothing into UNRRA. 
They were Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecua- 
dor, Uruguay and Venezuela. The 
only nations to pay in full are the 
United Kingdom and Canada. 
UNRRA’s staff is an interna- 
tional one, and, according to tradi- 
tion, would be exempt from income 
taxes wherever headquarters are 
located. The U. 8. Co. 


voted exemption yet. Until recently 


was entirely on 


funds from other nations. The re- 
sult was that ebout one-fifth of 


salaries 

funds paid out in ee 
States 
s it 








readj ts thet will be nec- 
essary,” he said. 








city for a public park. 


Treasury. To some E 
looks like the rebirth of "Uncle Shy- 
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War Ministry 
Shaken Up As Nips 
look For Invasion 


N, Aug. 31—A shakeup in 
nese war ministry was an- 
today by the Tokio radio. 
The broadcast said the Vice Minis- 
ter of War in the new cabinet of 

‘ Kuniaki ay Lt. ane 

# Tominaga, been reliev 
Kyoh post. and replaced by Lt. 
Gen. Kaneshiro = ge i 
ift . . 
anoihe'ni, chief of the General 
affairs Bureau of the Armament 
tration, to the of Su- 
preme Military Councillor, to suc~ 
ceed Lt. Gen. Heitaro Kimura, re- 


lieved of duty. 

Meanwhile, the Tokio radio con- 
tinued to warn its listeners of a 
ble Allied invasion of the Jap- 
anese homeland. “The attack might 
come from the south along the 
small island between Japan and 
Formosa, or from the east through 
the Bonin Islands, or from the 
north along the Kurile Islands,” it 
= from Pearl Harbor to- 
day told of an Allied raid upon Pa~- 
ramushiro, one of the northermost 
» of the Japanese home islands, Ven- 
iuras of the U. S,. Fleet airwing 
carried out the Paramushiro at- 


Oe Navy, from Washington, an- 
nounced that American submarines 
operating in the Pacific have sunk 
17 more Japanese ships, including 
two destroyers. These sinkings 
brought to 723 the total Jap war- 

and fleet auxiliaries sent to 
the bottom by Yank subs since 
Pearl Harbor. 


Nelson To Succeed 
Byrnes As WM Chief 


By Army News Service 


WASHINGTON, Aug. 31 — Sen. 
Homer Ferguson (R., Mich.), said 

















the Japa 





today thet he has been informed | 428 


that when War Production Chair- 
man Donald M. Nelson returns 
from China he will succeed James 

F, Byrnes as War Mobilization 
Director and that Byrnes “will be 
out of the government,” the United 
Press reported today. * 

President Roosevelt declined a 
direct answer when asked at his 
news conference if such @ move is 
contemplated. He said he would 
give the answer if Ferguson would 
reveal the identity of his informant. 
Sometimes, the President added, he 
personally spreads false rumors 
around Washington and that it was 
~ aleaeel to see how they worked 
ut, 

The President told a news con- 
ference last week that he did not 
know whether Nelson would still 
be WPB chairman when he returns 
from his special mission to China. 
Previously he had named J. A. 
Krug, lieutenant commander on in- 
active duty, to run WPB during 
Nelson's absence after WPB Vice 

Charles E. Wilson - re- 
Signed last week and blasted Nel- 
son's reconversion policies, There 
were reports that Krug would be 
made permanent chairman. 
. Roosevelt: declined to specu- 
late on the future of WPB leader- 
ship. Asked whether Krug was act- 
ing or permanent chairman, he said 
that he probably was listed on the 
that the payrolls as acting but 

On - 
ning WP wes that he is run 











Greater Global Radio 
Due When War Ends 


CHICAGO, Aug. 31 (ANS) — 
After the war the radio must 
carry direct. from 


worki, 
New York told the Nationa] Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters today. 
Menser, vice president of the 
National Broadcasting Company, 
said with the return of millions of 
men and women who are expertly 
trained and widely traveled the 
"postwar audience may not be so 
easy to interest.” 
He added, "with the further 
perfection of shortwave broadcast 
facilities the radio must lift its 
horizon to bring to its audience 
colorful events of London, Mos- 
cow, Paris, Sydney, Shanghai and 
a hundred other exciting places 


in the world.” \ 


Brush Fires Raging - 
In Hollywood Area 


By, Army News Service 


LOS ANGELES, Aug. 31—A brush 
cenflagration that blackened an 
estimated 8,000 acres of rugged ter- 
rain, destroyed a dozen or more 
houses and swept close to fashion- 
able movie colony homes near Fn- 
cino, west of here, appeared to be 
yielding to control of fire fighters 
today. 

Actor Robert Young’s property 
Was endangered. Forty-two ken 
cope were destroyed at the home 
of Movie Director Michael Curtis. 
Woodland and Girard Country 
Clubs were destroyed, and uneasy 
movie colonists joined other inhab- 
itants-in hauling out a hose and 
sprinkling their roofs and yards. 


Fire Chief John Alderson said he 
personally counted the, smoking 
ruins of 12 dwellings, mostly can- 
yon cabins. He added it probably 
would be some time before reports 
could be verified that approximately 
40 others had been burned. 

A smoke plume darkened the Los 
eles sky yesterday. Ashes 
sprinkled Hollywood, Beverly Hills, 
downtown Los Angeles and San 
Gabriel, negrly 40 miles east of the 
fire. Watersheds were denuded of 
protective growth. The Red Cross 
announced it was caring for 80 
burned out or evacuated families. 
The fire was fought while the tem- 
perature hit 98 degrees in Los An- 
geles, hottest since Sept. 22. 

Fire Chief Alderson said that un- 
less unfavorable winds ring up 
he expects the 700 men, including 
250 soldiers, to have the blaze un- 
der control. He estimated 8,000 
acres had been seared. He said he 
received a rumor the fire was 
started when a plane crashed and 
exploded but could not verify it 
and the Army said no planes were 
missing. 














Progressives Withhold — 
FDR-Support Resolution 


MADISON, Wis., Aug. 31 (ANS) 
—The Progressive’ party holding its 
annual platform convention todav 
declined to modify its rules to per- 
mit the introduction of a motion 
calling for the support of President 
Roosevelt, the Associated Press re- 
ported. 

By a vote of 27 to~l2, the dele- 
gates refused to suspend the con- 
vention rules so a motion asking 
support of the President could be 





brought up. 





Socialists’ Time On Air 
Canceled By U.S. Army 





WASHINGTON Aug. 31 — 
Army's decision to let the Socialists 
wine to troops was canceled 
Whit any prompting from the 

. House, Acting Secretary of 

r John J. McOloy said today. 

€ Socialist party claimed radio 


© equal to that given Presid 
me equa ent 
race wes Bremerton, Wash., 


‘; On the ground that the 
ident’s address was political, 


€ Associ 
At first. the mess, reported. 





~ Ce will establish a week] 
ch to aif ine equal rebroadcast 
nding the Socialista. abit 
by ne Criginal decision was made 

trying to lean over back- 


Officers 
the touchy ques- 









of politica) 


d| officials. McCloy said it was called 





teres in handlin 
diers roadcasts to sol 





Said McCloy, He added that 





while he approved the general at- 
titude he decided it would be better 
to seek a new and equitable formula 
for such broadcasts. 

Col. Robert Cutler, coordinator 
of soldier yoting, and Maj. Gen. 
F. H. Osborn, Director of Morale 
Services, both assumed the respon- 
sibility for the original decision. 
The acting stcretary of war said 
that the decision was not referred 
to the secretary or other civilian 


to his attention by officials of, the 
secretary’s and under secretary’s 
office only after the public an- 
nouncement. McCloy reported that 
he reversed the decision, holding 
that the Bremerton address: was 
not political, before it had been 
made public. A White House of- 
ficial called him for information 


Campaign In Gear 
As FDR Announces 


First Politico Talk 


By Army News Service 

NEW YORK, Aug. ee! og 
dential campaign sprin to 
final weeks Hany speeded up 
by President Roosevelt's announce- 
ment of his first personal activity 
end the forma] opening of Gov. 
Thomas E. Dewey's race by three 
other Republican governors. 

Mr. Roosevelt said yesterday he 
would address the AFL Teamsters’ 
Union on Sept. 23 at a dinner in 
Washington, as he did in launch- 
ing his third term campaign. He 
said that while the speech would 
not be very political it would have a 
— tinge ‘and the Democratic 

ational Committee would pay for 
his time on the air. 

Governors Ear] Warren, Calif.; 
Dwight H. Green, Ill., and Ray- 
mond E, Baldwin, Conn., launched 


Presidency with a triple radio blast 
at Sidney Hillman, head of the CIO 
Political Action Committee, and 
big city Democratic leaders back- 
ing the Roosevelt-Truman ticket. 

Governor Green asserted that 
details of President Roosevelt's re- 
nomination were "dictated by the 
New Deal high command and car- 
ried into execution by bosses of big 
city New Deal machines, Kelly and 
Hague, Flynn and Hannegan.” 

Warren said the Republican 
party "does not propose to buy this 
election” and that it would insist 
Sidney Hillman and big committees 
be barred from doing so. 

Hillman, who disclaimed before 
the Congressiona] Campaign Funds 
Committee Monday any intention 
of his CIO PAC to capture either 
, also was the 
y Republican 
Nationa] Chairman Herbert Brown- 
ell Jr. At a Chicago news confer- 
ence, Brownell said there was @ 
"growing revulsion” in labor ranks. 


Roosevelf Lauded 
In Truman Speech 


By Army News Service 
LAMAN, Mo., Aug. 31 — Senator 
Harry S. Truman tonight accepted 
the Democratic nomination for Vice 

in a ceremony at his 
birthplace in @ speech warning the 
nation against choosing for Presi- 
dent ’a man who lacks experience.” 





Mr. Roosevelt's running mate, de- 
voted almost his entire speech 
praise of the Chief Executive. He 
declared that the nation in its ef- 
forts to make a permanent peace 
was ” definitely in midstream” 
and cautioned against entrusting 
"negotiation of the peace of the 
‘world to those who are not familiar 
with world affairs.” 

Without mentioning the Repub- 
lican party or ticket by name, Sen, 
Truman said: "We cannot expect 
any man wholly inexperienced in 
national and international affairs 
to readily learn the views, objec 
tives and inner thoughts of such 
divergent personalities as those 
dominant leaders who have guided 
the destinies of our courageous 
Allies. 

"There wil] be no time~to learn 
and mistakes once made cannot be 
unmade. Our President has worked 
with these men during these trying 
years. He talks their language, the 
language of nations. He knows 
the reasons which govern their 
decisions. Just as he respects them. 
and — opinions, so do they re- 


spect . 

"At no time in our history hes a 
President possessed such a knowl- 
edge of foreign leaders and their 
problems. The welfare of this 
nation and its future as well as the 
peace of the world depends upon 
your decision on November 7th.” 


Cushiony Jeeps Planned 
For Civilian Distribution 


CORNERSVILLE, Ind., Aug. 31 
(ANS) — The American Central 
Manufacturing Company here is 
getting ready to manufacture ci- 
vilian jeeps. It has already been 
awarded a contract for 25,000 bodies 
for Willys-Overland of Toledo, 
Ohio, but production will not start 
until materials are available. 

The jeeps will be like those used 
by the GIs with a few changes. 
One big improvement will be a 
four-inch sponge cushioning on the 
seats instead of the one-inch pad 








but made no effort to influence the 
action of the War Department. 


Dewey's Republican bid for the| 2 


Missouri Senator, named as | of 


Bears Nose Out 





BOLSTERS BOSOX 





Clem Dreisewerd, Sacramento 
southpaw who cost the Red 
Sox 32,000 dollars and two 


players, burns a fast one 
across the plate. He notched 
his first victory against the 
Yanks Tuesday, 8-1. 
(Acme Photo) 


Yankees Take Over 
Second Place In AL 


NEW YORE, Aug. 31—It was the 
Yankees’s turn to take over second 
place in the American League 
standings today and the champs did 
it in a typical manner, downing 
the Red Sox, 9-7, to put McCarthy’s 
club three and a half games be- 
hind the Browns who were losing 
to Cleveland, 12-7. 

The Browns were the victims of 
an eight-run uprising by the Tribe 
in the eighth inning yesterday at 
Cleveland. Roy Cullenbine opened 
the inning with a homer and the 
next seven runs were unearned. 

Detroit fell back into third place 
when the White Sox drubbed three 
Bengal pitchers for 15 hits and an 


8-3 vighory. 

In e National League, the 
Braves defeated the Giants, 4-2, 
behind the five-hit pitching of Jim 
Tobin who hung up his 14th victory 
the campaign. He retired the 
first 16 batters to face him before 








to/Billy Jurges broke the spell with 


a walk, stole second and scored on 
Ewald Pyle’s single. 

The Cubs administered a double 
trouncing to the Pirates, 12-5 and 
6-3 and Brooklyn hammered the 
Phils, 10-2, behind the four-hit 
pitching of Ben Chapman. 


Veteran Sidney Wood 
Upset At Forest Hills 


FOREST HILLS, N. Y., Aug. 31 
(ANS)—The seeded stars moved 
along as expected in the opening 
round of the National Tennis 
Championships with the only up- 
set turned in by a youngster. 
Charlie Oliver of Perth Amboy, 
N. J., upset veteran Sidney Wood 
of New York, winner of England’s 
Wimbledon championships in 1931 
and a topflight player for more 
than a dozen years, 6-3, 6-8, 6-1. 


Q—Did Len Koenecke, former 
Dodger outfielder, ever jump out 
of a plane over Canada? 

—Pvt. F. Walter Johnson 


A.—No, he was killed by the pi- 
lot with a fire extinguisher when 
Koenecke attempted to attac’: the 
pilot while flying over Canadian 


territory 





Q.—Must a player sliding into 
a base be tagged with the ball or 
may he be tagged with the gloved 
hand holding the ball in order to 
be called out? 

—Lt. M. Silvar 


A.—As long as he's tagged with 
the gloved hand holding the ball 
he’s out, , 





Q—Whom did Max Schmeling 





provided for the Doughboys. 
It is expected farmers will have 
first call on the jeeps, 


Collegians, 24-21 





Pete Gudauskas Boots 
Last-Period Goal . 
For Pros’ Win 


By Army News Service 

EVANSTON, Iil., Aug. 31— The 
Chicago Bears, champions of the 
National Football League, defeated 
the College All-Stars, 24-21, in the 
last quarter at Dyche Stadium here 
last night before 50,000 rain-soaked 
fans. Pete Gudauskas, Bears’ left 
guerd from Murray (Ky.) State 
Teachers, rammed home a 13-yard 
field goal in the final period for the 
payoff. 

The All-Stars got off to a 14 
point lead in the first period with 


Glenn Dobbs, Tulsa’s All-American, 


doing @ perfect triple-threat job. 


* |The first break came when Dobbs 


quick-kicked 85 yards to the Bears’ 
two-yard liné after Sid Luckman 
had punted to the Collegians’ 18. 

Luckman punted to the Bears' 
27 from his own end zone and Dobbs 
passed to Johnny Yonakor of Notre 
Dame on Chicago’s three. A mo~- 
ment later, Dobbs flipped a touch<- 
down pass to Creighton Miller of 
Notre Dame. Lou Saban of Indians, 
made it 7-0, 

Dobbs ran 30 yards through the 
Bears later in the period, but 
fumbled on the goal line. The All- 
Stars recovered, however, and 
Johnny Tavener of-Indiana carried 
it over for the score. Saban again 
converted, 

The Bears’ ground attack rolled 
for four straight first downs in the 
second quarter to the Collegians’ 
nine- yard line, Two smashes 
reached the three whence Gary 
Famiglietti went through and 
Gudauskas converted. 

After an exchange of punts, the 
Bears took possession again on the 
Stars’ 30. Luckman passed 19 yards 
to Zeke Wilson, then connected 
with Jim Benton in the end zone. 
Gudeuskas again made the extra 
point and the teams left the field 
at halftime with the score tied, 14- 
14. 

Miller, Saban and Billy Hillen- 
brand led the Stars on a 65-yard 
merch to the Bears’ one-yard line 
early in the third period with Hil- 
lenbrand passing and Miller and 
Saban bucking. The latter dove 
across for a touchdown and booted 
his third conversion giving the All- 
Stars a 21-14 advantage. 


The Bears came back late in the 
period with a 44-yard drive on three 
first downs climaxed when Ray 
McLean went 18 yards on a reverse 
to tally. Gudauskas’ boot was good 
again and the period ended 21-21. 


The Bears started the fourth 
period on the All-Stars’ 30-yard 
line and after reaching the five on 
two plays, were penalized five yards 
for offside. Two plays gained four 
yards, then Gudauskas dropped 
back and kicked the clincher. 


Hurls No-Hitter 


ROME, Aug. 31—Muller, star 
twirler of the 60th TCG pitched a 
no-hit, no-run game as his team 
defeated the 62nd TCG, 4-0, last 
night to take the first game of the 
51st Troop Carrier Softball Tourna- 
ment. The second .game in this 


championship series will be played ~ 


at the home field of the 60th to- 
morrow night. If a third game is 








take the heavyweight championship 
from, where did the fight take 


necessary it will be played here, 





place and to whom did he lose the 
crown? —Gnr. E. Woodhall 

A.—Schmeling took the heavy- 
weight championship on a foul ir 
four rounds from Jack Sharkey, 
June 12, 1930 in New York City. 
Schmeling lost the crown to Jack 
Sharkey in 15 rounds June 21, 1932. 
The bout took place in Madison 
Square Garden’s Bowl in Long Is- 
land, N. Y. The first bout was te 
determiné a successor to Gen Tun- 
ney who retired as undefeated 
heavyweight champion of the 
world in 1928 shortly after knocking 
out Tom Heeney in 11 rounds. 

—_—_ 

(Correction: In a recent ”Fay< 
off” column, the date of the Car< 
nera-Loughran fight was incor< 
rectly listed as March 1, 1943 due 
to a typographical error. It should 
have been 1934, Despite many let- 
ters to the contrary, they did fight 
15 rounds h Carnera 
weighed 270 and Loughran 186.) 
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P-5is Cut At Nazi 
Balkan Airdromes; 
Hungary Plastered 


MAAP HEADQUARTERS, Aug. 
31—Twe daring strafing missions 


struck at three rail bridges in Hun- 


gary. 

A Negro fighter group, in an at- 
tack recalling the famous P-38 
strafing mission on the German- 
held Foggia fields last summer, 
made five rate at a 
plane-crowded’ airdrome 130 miles 


aircraft 
were set afire, numerous others 
were destroyed and installations 
and oil tank cars were knocked out. 
The other strafing mission was car- 
ried out against a field in Hungary, 
50 miles southeast of Budapest, and 
several transports, dive bombers 
and fighters were destroyed. 

The heavy bombers hit two 
bridges in Yugoslavia on the main 
rail line from Hungary to Bel- 
grade and another south of Bel- 
grade. ” 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Aug. 
31—The P-38 Lightnings which yes- 
terday carried out their high-level 
bombing attack in this theater with 
a raid on the Latisana rail bridge 
in northeastern Italy were bombing 
on the lead plane which was equip- 
ped with a plexiglass nose and car- 

a bombardier in addition to 
the pilot, it was learned today. 

Although P-38s employed as re- 

ce planes had used 
the plexiglass nose for some time 
for picture taking purposes, it was 
made known for the first time today 
that a bombardier and his bomb- 
sight were operating in the trans- 
parent nose. 

The twin-engine, high - speed 
fighters, previously used on nearly 
every known kind of mission in this 
theater, are capable of carrying 
2,000 pounds of bombs, nearly a 
fourth as much as the ordinary 
oad of a Flying Fortress, and when 
heir bombing attack is finished 
they can revert to fighter plane 
tactics. 

After yesterday’s attack, the 
Lightnings cut down low over the 
area in fighter plane style, strafing 
and destroying six locomotives and 
damaging a number of box cars. 

The mission was led by ist Lt. 
Walter E. Carper, New Oxford, Pa. 
The bombardier was 2nd Lt. Lauren 
D. Reed, Des Moines, Iowa. Their 
veteran group is commanded by 
Col. Clarence T. Edwinson, Topeka, 
Kans., and its pilots hold the the- 
ater record for number of enemy 
— shot down, with more than 

victories. 








ITALIAN FRONT 


(Continued from page 1) 





be still held by the enemy, engineers 
opened Route 71 at Soci after a 
short skirmish with the enemy. 

The farthest thrust northward on 
the comparatively static Florence 
front was at a point about eight 
miles northeast of the city where 
our troops attacked the lower slopes 
of the Poggio Cerrone hill mass, 
whose crest was held by the enemy, 

On the 5th Army front it was an- 
nounced that patrols of the Ameri- 
can Negro 92nd Infantry Division 
successfully scouted enemy posi- 
tions on the north side of the Arno 
River. Nearly all our patrols west 
of Florence were met with heavy 
machine gun, mortar and smal} 
arms fire from an enemy grown in- 
creasingly jittery. Heavy enemy 
artillery fire was directed on the 
town of Pontederra, 18 miles from 
the Mediterranean coast. 


Three Unit Commanders 
Identified In Release 


Receives Discharge 


TACOMA, Wash., Aug. 31 (ANS) 
—Robert Andrew Hall, 15, is an 
honorably discharged veteran of 
World War II with two years of 
service including eight months with 
Lt. Gen. Mark Clark’s Army in 
Italy. 

Last week he returned home al- 
most two years to a day from the 
time he left a note to his mother. 
Mrs. Robert H. Hall, that he had 
gone to join the Army and for her 
not to worry. 

Robert, large for his age, was in- 
ducted at 13 at San Diego and be- 

a radio technician. He was 
at the Anzio beachhead and, trans- 
f to the infantry, he fought 
af Cassino. He went to the hos- 
pital With frozen feet. 

While he was in a hospital in 
Naples his mother saw a motion 
picture of the Anzio fighting in 
which she believes she recognized 
her son. Her horror was so aroused 
that, although Robert had begged 
her not to reveal his age, she dis- 
closed the truth to the War De- 
partment. 


Nazi Germany Accused 
Of 320 Italian Murders 


ROME, Aug. 31—An official Ital- 
ian investigating commission, head- 
ed by Prince Doria, Mayor of Rome, 
today accused Nazi Germany of the 
murder of more than 320 Italian 
hostages at the Ardeatino Caves 
near the Catacombs last March 24, 

The Commission, in a detailed ac- 
count of the shootings, recom- 
mended that the facts be,referred 
to the Allied War Crimes Commis- 
sion so that the guilty may be tried 
under terms.of the Moscow agree- 
ment on punishment of war 
criminals. . 

Appointed by Col. Charles Poletti, 
ACC Region IV Commission, the 
commission already has exhumed 
300 bodies but, because of the ad- 
vanced state of decomposition of 
the corpses, less than half that 
number have been identified. 

The Italian’ hostages were shot 
at the ratio of ten for every one 
German killed when anti-Fas- 
cists threw a bomb into the 
middle of an SS lice battalion 
March 23. The number of Germans 
killed in the bombing or who died 
later from wounds has been a sub- 
ject of dispute but the German 
Command, in a public announce- 
ment of the execution of the Ital- 
ians, gave the number of dead Ger- 
mans as 32. 


Extension Of GI Rights 
Asked For Seamen, Wacs 


WASHINGTON, Aug. 31 (ANS) 
—The benefits of the GI Bill of 
Rights would be extended to mem- 
bers of the Merchant Marine and 
the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps 
under a bill introduced by Sen. El- 
mer D. Thomas, (D., Utah). The 
WAAC was the predecessor of the 
WAC and was not actually part of 





the Army. 





FRENCH SHRINE SHELLED 





Marseille’s Basilica of Notre Dame is safe in the hands 
French now, but before the city was taken by the Alli 


Germans used the cathedral 
plainly shows. 


for a target, as this 
(Signal Corps Photo) 





Oklahoma Marriage Law 
Ups Gl Proxy Wedding 


By Army News Service 


TULSA, Okla., Aug. 31—A sol- 
dier with the invasion forces in 
France and a girl in Oakland, Calif., 
were married here by remote con- 


trol, and it could happen legally m. 


only in Oklahoma, the Associated 
Press said. 

Attorneys predict the ceremony, 
second of its type in Tulsa, will be 
the forerunner of hundreds of such 
mail order marriages destined to 
make Oklahoma the Gretna Green 
of the armed forces. 

Months’ago the Army and Navy 
decided that matrimony was one 
of the biggest worries of the boys 
at the front. The GIs wanted to 
get hitched. 

War Department bigwigs won- 
dered if marriage by mail would 
stand up.in court and the National 
Association of Legal Aid Commit- 
tees after an exhaustive search 
said yes, but only in Oklahoma. 

This information was given to 
legal assistance officers in the Army 
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productive capacity of the fields 
was estimated at 10,000,000 tons per 
year. 

The swiftly- moving Russians 
found most bridges intact in their 
drive toward the oilfields and the 


capital. At Ploesti, the Russians Ai 


captured intact all of the refineries 
and derricks not already blasted by 
Allied air ¢rmadas, 

The town of Ploesti itself fell 
after the 2nd Ukrainian Army had 
advanced almost 30 miles in less 


than 24 hours and then spread out | the 


to free all of the vast oilfields of 
the remaining German pockets of 
resistance. 


and Navy and inquiries are starting 
to roll in. Marriage licenses soon 
will roll out. 

J. B. Diggs Jr., head of the Tulsa 


early days. In Oklahoma two people 
are married from the moment they 
agree to be married, regardless of 
seremony and whether or not they 
ever live together. It is on this 


The attorney explained thet in 
other states the law requires parties 
—_ live together to validate mar- 

age. . 


Air, Ground, Sea Forces 
Raid Island | Of Korcula 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Aug. 31—A hit- 
and-run raid on enemy’ positions on 
the Yugoslav island of Korcula, 
some 15 miles off the Dalmatian 


Sunday morning, according to an 
offi announcement last night. 

After inflicting "casualties and 
comege to gun positions and am- 
munition dumps,” the.ground forces 
withdrew. The infantry, artillery 
and RAF regimental troops taking 
part were covered by the Balkan 

r Force, the RAF and units of the 
Royal Navy. 

The initial landings were describ- 
ed as "successful and —y ay 
and when enemy return f did 
develop RAF rocket-firing Hurri- 
canes were called in to knock out 
gun positions. 

The operation was co-ordinated 
by Air Vice Marshall W. Elliott, 





commander of the Balkan Air Force, 
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: [pockets of 


cut eight escape roa, 
northeast of the cit 


= |Canadians, who had Row 


from the southeast, found Ge 
resistance, although 
Nezis announced they had evac; 


The entire rocket bomb « 
stretching north from Le Havre 
under immediate threat from th 





here the remnants ¢ 
Tth Army were being an 


no point along the 150-mj 
Rouen in the west t 
east were the Germa 


halting the Allied smash in north 
ern France’ appeared to dissipats 
in the light of reports from corres 
pondents at SHAEF, who said #f 
was unlikely the Nazis had mo 
than 100,000 men avatlable and 
that Allied tanks outnumber Ger 
man tanks 30 to 1. 


DeGaulle Pays Homage 


To French Ardor In Talk 


PARIS, Aug. 31—The people df 
France have felt the need, by im 
stinct and by reason, to satisfy the 
two conditions without whid 
nothing great ever has bee 
achieved—ardor and order, Genertl 
Charles de Gaulle declared in 
radio address here today. 
de Gaulle paid homage to me 
bers of the partisans, the FFI a 
the French Army who have lw 
their lives so far in the liberatio 
of their country. 

Meanwhile, a report from Algien 
states that France intends to [igh 
on against Japan for total victor 
The statement was issued followin 
press reports that the Vichy authe 
ities had invested the governor gé@ 
eral of “Indo China with abso 
— permitting him to carry # 

policy of collaboration wit! 
Japan. 
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wholesale withdrawal—fast 
proaching rout proportions—W 
pathetic. Two Messerschmitts @ 
some ground strafing around 


and Crest. 

By accepting his heavy losses d 
the last several days the ene 
has, however, succeeded in evacls 
ting considerable personne! 4s 

ons. 

“rhe Maquis, meanwhile, were 
ported to have captured Ts ! 
12 miles northwest of Lyon 02 - 
highwWay to Vichy, and to have’ 
erated Clermont Ferrand, 
south of the former collaboré 
ist capital of France. a 

It was announced this mor 


playground was confined chiefly 
harbor 


7th Ari 
nay pases 
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